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BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: Today is the 7th of 
December, 2001. The time is 4:06 p.m. I am Battalion 
Chief Robert Burns, Safety Battalion, New York City 
Fire Department. I am conducting an interview with -- 

FIREFIGHTER ELLIS: Firefighter Ellis, Engine 
239, Firefighter First Grade. 

BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: This is in regard to 
the events that occurred on September 11th, 2001. 

Q. Steve, if you could, just tell us in your own 
words what you saw on that day. 

A. Well, we responded through the Brooklyn 
Battery Tunnel. We drove up West Street. I was in 
search of a hydrant. We proceeded past both towers 
going north on West Street, and I finally came across a 
hydrant at the corner of West and Barclay. 

I tested the hydrant. We hooked up. We had 
water. Soon thereafter I found out that Engine 24, 
which was located on Vesey Street and West Street, 
needed to be augmented. So myself, Firefighter Brown, 
Firefighter Martin and Firefighter Wheeler had 
stretched three-inch line from my rig down West Street 
from Barclay to Vesey and hooked into Engine 24's rig, 
and I had then gone back to my rig and started water 


and augmented them. 
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Other than that, I was not in any of the 
towers. I was there when the towers did collapse and 
me and the rest of the members had gotten caught in the 
huge dust cloud. That's about all I can tell you as 
the chauffeur. The other members were, I understand, 
going towards Tower 1 at the time, after they had 
helped me stretch the three-inch hose to 24's engine. 
That's about all I can say. 

Q. So from the position you were in, did you see 
the tower go down? 

A. Yes. I saw the second tower, not the first 
tower, the second tower go down. 

Q. Did you see any units, where they were, or 
any units that were involved in the collapse or the 
identity of any people that you saw? 

A. No. All I saw was 24's rig when I was 
supplying them and going back to my rig. In the 
immediate vicinity of the tower, I didn't see any other 
rigs. Back by where I was parked on Barclay, I saw 
Engine 235's rig. But in the immediate vicinity of the 
towers, I didn't see anybody else's rig that I can 
remember besides 24. I was concentrating on supplying 
them. 


BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: Okay. Great. That 
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concludes the interview. Thanks, Steve. It's 4:10 


p.m. 


